
Primary Source Analysis 
 

What type of document is this? (circle one) 

 
Newspaper  Map  Advertisement  Speech 

 
Letter  Email  Telegram  Memorandum 

 
Press Release  Census Report Congressional Record 

 
Chart/Graph   Photograph     Broadcast/Media  Transcript 

 
 

Characteristics of Document (circle all that apply) 
 

Printed on Unique Letterhead  Typed Handwritten 
 
Government Seal  Stamped  Notations on the Document    
 
 

Dates of Document: 
 
 
Author (Creator) of the Document: 
  

 Author’s Name: 
 
 
 Author’s Title : 
 

  
For What Audience Was This Written? 
 
 
 
 



Document Information: (There are many ways to 
answer these questions. Provide as much detail as possible) 
 

• List THREE things the author said that you think 
are important: 

 
 
 

 
 

 
• Why do you think the author wrote this document? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What evidence from the text helps you to know why 
this document was written? Quote AND cite the text. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• List two things the document tells you about life in 

the US during this time period. 
 
 
 
 

 
• Write one question you feel is unanswered by this 

text or something the text made you wonder about. 
 
 
 


